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Please note that while visuals may differ based on your android 

phone the installation steps are the same. 
 

 

 

1. Download the ‘daynamica.apk’ file from your email. 

This can be done either on your android phone 

(recommended) or via you PC/laptop.  

 

 

2. If downloaded directly to your phone the file can be 

accessed by either: 

a. Using the drop down menu on your home 

screen and clicking on the file.  

 

 

OR 

 

 

b. By going to the ‘My Files’ folder in your 

phone, clicking on ‘Download history’ and 

clicking on the file.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If downloaded on your PC/laptop, connect your phone via USB to your 

PC/laptop. Copy the ‘daynamica.apk’ to your phone. Once the file has been 

copied disconnect your phone and go to the folder where you saved the file 

and click on it.  
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4. In some cases, based on your phone’s settings, you 

may get a pop-up indicating that the installation was 

blocked due to your phone not allowing installation 

from unknown sources. Click on ‘SETTINGS’ and 

check the ‘Unknown sources’ box. If you do not 

get a pop-up go to step 5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. On the application permissions screen click on 

“INSTALL”.  

 

 

 

6. Once installed, click on ‘OPEN’ to start the 

application  
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7. You should now see the daynamica application start up screen followed by 

the calendar view of the application. Once the application is left running the 

calendar view will start to populate. The application can be accessed through 

your applications screen whenever needed.  

 

 

8. Please ensure that your phone’s WiFi and location services are tuned on 

once the application has been installed. They can be accessed through the 

drop down menu on your home screen.  

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

The application should now be set up on your phone! 
 

 

Guide for Uninstallation 

Setting->>“Application Manager (under applications)” ->> Uninstall daynamica 

 

8 

7 

http://daynamica.umn.edu/
mailto:%20daynamic@umn.edu


 

daynamica Installation and User Guide 
Visit us at: http://daynamica.umn.edu/  

 

 

If you have any questions feel free to email us at  daynamic@umn.edu 

 

Using daynamica 

9. Once you have had the application running on your 

phone for a day the calendar view will display all 

your trips and activities. When you dwell at a certain 

location (e.g. home or at work or a grocery store) it 

will be displayed as an activity and trips will be 

displayed with modes predicted by our inbuilt mode 

detection function.  

 

 

 

 

10. At the bottom of the calendar view screen you can click to switch between 

calendar view, map view and summary view.  
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11. Clicking on an activity takes you to edit mode. Here you can edit your 

activity details and add additional information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. You can use the ‘TIME’ button at the bottom of the 

screen to edit the start and end time of the activity. 

Please note that currently time can only be edited for 

activities occurring on one calendar day.  For 

example, if you were at home the night of July 7th all 

the way through to the morning of July 8th you will 

not be able to edit time for the activity. However, you 

will be able to edit the time for any activity that took 

place exclusively on either day. This function is 

currently being improved.  
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13. The ‘TYPE’ button can be used to assign a location 

to the activity. For example, in this case the user was home 

so we click on Home. Daynamica remembers the location 

for future activities so you will not need to re-tag locations. 

Percentages shown in parentheses indicate the probability 

of each location category for the activity based on the 

Google Place API. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. You can use the ‘SPLIT’ 

option to break an activity 

into two activities. For 

example, if the user was 

home but visited the gym in 

the morning this can be 

split into two activities. Use 

the orange slider to indicate 

the time where you want 

the activity split. Select an 

activity category for the 

new activity and hit 

‘SPLIT’. The change will 

also be reflected in calendar 

view.  
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15. The ‘TAG’ button can be used to add additional 

details to an activity. Such as, who was with you, 

satisfaction, associated feelings etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. The editing of and adding information to trips is similar to activities. 

Clicking on a trip in calendar view will take you to edit mode. If multiple 

modes are detected for the trip they will be displayed on top of the map as 

distinct segments. In this case there are three segments: WALK VEHICLE 

WALK.  
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17.  ‘TIME’ can be adjusted as it was for activities 

(see 12). The ‘TYPE’ option can be used to select 

the appropriate mode for either the entire trip or 

specific segments. If you are conducting an 

activity and a trip is detected due to GPS signal 

bouncing you can change the wrongly detected 

trip to an activity. Once a trip is changed to an 

activity it can be edited using steps 11-15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18.  The ‘SPLIT’ button can 

be used to break 

segments. The split 

option cannot be used on 

an entire trip comprised 

of segments. It can only 

be used to edit segments 

themselves. As with 

activities the orange 

slider can be used select 

a time to split the trip 

and an appropriate mode 

can be assigned. 
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19.  The ‘TAG’ option can be used to add additional 

details to the trip. Such as, who was with you, 

satisfaction, associated feelings etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20.  Once you have reviewed and edited you activities for the day please upload 

the data. The ‘upload’ function can be accessed through the daynamica main 

menu. Clicking on the ‘UPLOAD’ button will start the upload process. 

Based on the size of your database, it may take several minutes to finish the 

uploading. In order to reduce the upload time, upload your data at the end of 

each day. After you clicked UPLOAD, the button will be disabled and the 

most recent upload status will be shown below the button. Since the feature 

is currently under development, please do not exit the page until the button 

is enabled again and the status is either upload successful or upload failed. 
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DO's and DON'T's 

DO:  

 Do charge your phone every night and when the battery is low. Our 

application runs in the background continuously, which leads to short battery life 

(10-12 hours). Make sure your phone is fully charged every morning and has 

power during the day because the application does not collect any data when the 

phone is powered off.  

 Do keep your phone with you as much as possible during all waking hours. 

This ensures the activity data collected by our application is valid and consistent 

for comparison between users. All waking hours includes all activities conducted 

during the day (e.g. exercise, work, school, entertainment, social, dining, and etc.)  

 Do check the GPS and daynamica icons (top of your home screen) 

occasionally. No daynamica icon or flashing GPS icon for more than an hour 

indicates that our application may have stopped running. Try switching off the 

application and then turning it on again (under ‘settings’ in the daynamica menu).  

If the icons still do not appear contact us at your earliest convenience at 

daynamic@umn.edu. 

 Do contact us at your earliest convenience at daynamic@umn.edu if there is 

problem with our application. For example, for a day, the application repeatedly 

fails to capture all or some of the trips/activities conducted.  

 Do review and change/edit your travel and activity information whenever 

possible. We recommend doing this at the end of each day to ensure you 

accurately recall your day’s trips and activities.  

 Do upload your data at the end of each day. At the end of each day while you 

are using the application once all edits and changes have been made please upload 

data (in the daynamica menu). This will help reduced the space used by the 

application on your phone and help ensure that no information is lost.  

 Do use WiFi to upload data to avoid charges from your cell phone provider.  

DON’T:  

 Don’t turn off your GPS or daynamica application. The GPS and daynamica 

application have to be turned ON to detect and record trips. If you wish to turn the 

daynamica application off for privacy reasons you can do so by turning the 

application OFF (under ‘settings’ in the daynamica menu). Please, make sure you 

remember to turn the application back ON.  

 Don’t uninstall the daynamica application installed on your phone 
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